
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 27, 2009

SUPREME COURT NAMES CENTRALIA ATTORNEY TO FOURTH

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT JUDGESHIP

The Illinois Supreme Court announced Thursday the appointment of longtime Centralia
attorney George C. Lackey as a resident circuit judge for Marion County in the Fourth Judicial
Circuit, filling the vacancy created by the upcoming retirement of Judge David Sauer on
September 24, 2009.

Supreme Court Justice Lloyd A. Karmeier of the Fifth Judicial District recommended the
appointment of Mr. Lackey after an extensive application, evaluation and interview process that
included review by a screening committee appointed by Justice Karmeier.

Under the Illinois Constitution, the Supreme Court is vested with the authority to fill
judicial vacancies on an interim basis.

The appointment of Mr. Lackey will be effective September 25, 2009. The appointment
will terminate December 6, 2010, when the position will be filled by the November 2010 general
election.

Mr. Lackey is currently of counsel to the Centralia law firm of Lackey & Stevenson and
previously held the position of senior partner in that firm for 25 years. Over the course of his
career, Mr. Lackey has practiced in nearly every area of the  law–from criminal law to oil and gas
mineral titles and leases. His expertise runs from family, real estate and municipal law to  business,
tax, medical malpractice, banking and estate law.

“I appreciate the confidence that Justice Karmeier and the Illinois Supreme Court have
placed in me with this appointment,” said Mr. Lackey. “I am humbled, intend to work hard and
look forward to serving the people of Illinois.”

Mr. Lackey served as city attorney for the Village of Hoffman in Clinton County from
1968-1994. and served as Marion County public defender and as an assistant Illinois Attorney
General. He is also a veteran of the United States Army, in which he held the rank of Captain in
the Judge Advocate General Corps. 
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Mr. Lackey received his juris doctor degree from the University of Illinois College of Law
in 1961. He was admitted to practice in Illinois in 1961 and has also been admitted to practice in
the United States Circuit Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit; U.S. District Court, Southern
District of Illinois and the U.S. District Court, Central District of Illinois. 

Justice Karmeier sought applications for the judicial vacancy through notices posted at the
courthouse in Marion County and distributed to Chief Judge Gene Schwarm of the Fourth Judicial
Circuit and the Marion County Bar Association. Each applicant was interviewed and their
credentials reviewed by members of a special screening committee appointed by Justice Karmeier.
The screening committee established a short list of recommended candidates that were
interviewed by Justice Karmeier.

Members of the screening committee were: Don Sheafor, partner with Burnside, Johnston,
Sheafor & Kelly in Vandalia; John Hudspeth, Clinton County State’s Attorney; Michael Glenn,
sole practitioner in Nokomis; Jennifer Price, partner with Wham & Wham in Centralia; Marvin
Miller, partner with Crain, Miller & Wernsman in Centralia; Robert Coble, partner with Coble &
Milone in Flora; and Christopher Koester, partner with Taylor Law Offices in Effingham,
Altamont, Flora and Springfield.

Mr. Sheafor served as chairman of the screening committee. 

The Fourth Judicial Circuit is comprised of nine counties: Clinton, Marion, Clay, Jasper,
Effingham, Fayette, Shelby, Christian and Montgomery.
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(FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Joseph Tybor, press secretary to the Illinois

Supreme Court, at 312.793.2323)
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